60                                    FOR PACIFISTS
Here the analogy of the cat and the mouse ends. 'A
human being, however debased or fallen he may be, has
in him the capacity of rising to the greatest height eve]
attained by any human being  irrespective  of race  01
colour. Therefore, even whilst I may go with my country-
men a long way in satisfying their need for preparatior
for war, I should do so in the fullest hope of weaning their
from war and of their seeing one day its utter futility
Let it be remembered that the largest experiment knowr
to history in mass non-violence is being tried by me ever,
as I seem to be lending myself for the purpose of war
For want of skill the experiment may fail. But the war-
resister in Europe should strain every nerve to understand
and appreciate the phenomenon going on before him if?
India of the same man trying the bold experiment in non-
violence whilst hobnobbing with those who would prepare
for war.
Young India, 9-5-'29
Indeed life is made of such compromises. Ahimsa,
simply because it is purest, unselfish love, often demands
such compromises. The conditions are imperative. There
should ,be no self in one's action, no fear, no untruth, and
it must be in furtherance of the cause of ahimsa. The
compromise must be natural to oneself, not imposed from
without.
Harijan, 17-10-'36
Fellow war-resisters in the West are participants in
war even in peace time inasmuch as they pay for the
preparations that are being made for it and otherwise sus-
tain governments whose main occupation is such prepara-
tion. Again-, all activity for stopping war must prove
fruitless so long as the causes of war are not understood
and radically dealt with. Is not the prime cause of modern.